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quick Update to report on the past 

financial year’s activity and status as well as 

some recent development including a 

“verification and validation” program that 

we have been invited to participate in. 

FINANCIALS 

The year ended with a small operating surplus of R19k 

for the year as against a budgeted loss of R63k. This was 

due mainly to the fact that the Covid-19 pandemic 

curtailed much of our planned activity for the year, 

notably “road repairs” and “alien” vegetation control.  

Added to which the alien re-growth has not been as 

prolific as had been anticipated, which was a welcome 

bonus.  88% of expenditure (R145k) was for routine 

maintenance of trails and fire breaks, as well as alien 

vegetation eradication.  The balance (R10k) was for 

accounting/auditing, insurance and bank charges. 

TRAILS, ROADS and FIRE BREAKS 

All our WALKING TRAILS are currently in good condition, 

with some new steps and cross-beams installed to 

manage erosion due to 

increased activity. 

The SOUTH ROAD into the 

reserve has also had a bit of 

work done with concrete 

strips laid to improve 

traction and comfort for 4x4 

access, as well as to aid in 

diverting storm water and 

stemming erosion. 

Walkers are encouraged to be aware of an increase in 

“ticks” in certain areas, particularly on the lower regions 

of the zig-zag short-cut from the Leopard trail back 

down to the 3-Dams road.  I would advise against 

walking dogs in that area for the moment.  

Fallen trees continue to be a menace, both on the fire 

breaks and in the forest.  Unfortunately this is to be 

expected for a long time to come as the fire-damaged 

trees eventually topple over.  Our errant neighbours’ 

refusal to comply with their alien eradication and fire 

prevention responsibilities doesn’t help either. 

Some of you will have noticed the welcome return of 

this unusual little plant on a couple of our trails. It 

seemed to have 

disappeared after 

the fire.  The 

watsonias are also 

coming into bloom 

along with various 

restias and heather.   

A walk in the 

reserve is really 

rewarding at the 

moment. 

Our new WILDLIFE 

sighting program 

has gained traction 

with more residents sharing their pics. The monthly 

report can now also be viewed on the WB website 

BOUNDARY SURVEY 

You may have noticed white markers (electric conduit 

with a strip of plastic waving in the wind) along our 

perimeter.  These are pegs marking the boundary of the 

reserve.  Please don’t remove them, they have an 

important part to play in our on-going battle with 

neighbouring properties that should have cut fire 

breaks abutting our own.  It will also assist in identifying 

the exact fence line should the proposed security fence 

project be implemented. 

VERIFICATION & VALIDATION PROGRAM 

Some months back we were visited by a representative 

from Cape Nature to establish whether the WBPNRT 

(reserve) was eligible to be included in the above 

initiative. 

Having surveyed the reserve, we were enthusiastically 

embraced to be part of the program and we are well on 

the way to formalising the documentation with the 

Provincial Minister for Environmental Affairs. The 
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appended broadsheet refers.  We believe it will stand us 

in good staid in the future with particular relevance to 

legal assistance in our on-going battle with non-

compliant neighbours, as well as any other potential 

threats to our environment, such as illegal land 

occupation.  It could also assist us in our quest to be 

registered as a non-taxable entity. 


